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Blessed Peter Canisius 


LESSED PETER CANISIUS is the oldest of all 
those to be canonized this year at Rome. The date 
set is May 21. He was a man of heroic sanctity, and 
the services he rendered the Church in most difficult 
times through his powers of organization and concili- 
ation were of the highest moment. If in the days of 
the Protestant Revolt the south of Germany was 
saved to the Church, this under God is due to the tal- 
ents and virtues of Blessed Peter Canisius more than 
to any other human cause. Canisius is the Latin form of a 
name that belongs to a family of Dutch stock; by his 
own people he was known as Peter Kannees or Kanys. 
He was born at Nimwegen in Holland, May 8, 1521 
and died at Fribourg in Switzerland, ‘November 21, 
1597. He completed his six years of study at the 
University of Cologne by the reception in 1540 of the 
Master’s degree in Arts. In 1543 he came under the 
influence of Blessed Peter Faber of the Society ot 
Jesus, made under him the spiritual exercises of St. 
Ignatius, and, what was a very ordinary result in 
those days, asked and obtained leave for admission 
into the Society at Mainz 
Peter was admitted to the priesthood in 1546, and 
he began almost immediately that life of almost un- 
precedented activity in the service of the Church that 
was to continue nearly to the day of his death. At 
Cologne he founded the first house of the Society of 
Jesus in Germany; he founded colleges of the Society 
at Ingolstadt, Prague, Munich, Innsbruck and Dillin- 
gen; he preached in many of the important cities of 
central Europe, from Cracow in Poland to Messina in 
Sicily, and he was employed by the Popes and the 
Emperors of Germany on many important and deli- 
cate missions. He attended the Council of Trent and 
took part in three general congregations of the Soci- 
ety of Jesus. Historically and politically his most far- 
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reaching work was done in such important gatherings 
of European statesmen as the famous Diet of Augs- 
burg in 1555 and in the later Diets of Augsburg and 
Ratisbon. It was in such gatherings that his prudence 
and conciliatory spirit influenced the whole stage of 
European politics. By his success in preventing a 
break between Emperor Ferdinand I and Pope Pius 
IV in 1563 he forestalled what would have been a 
serious setback to the Catholic Reaction against the 
Protestant Revolt. Likewise in 1566 at the Diet of 
Augsburg when Blessed Peter: prevailed upon the 
Papal Legate, Cardinal Commendone, not to break 
the religious peace established eleven years before at 
the same place, he put off at least into the following 
century the devastating horrors of the Thirty Years’ 
War. 

In 1580 Canisius went to Fribourg in Switzerland 
to found a college of the Society of Jesus. It was 
here that he was destined to spend the last years of 
his life and whence his soul took its flight to Heaven. 
The town at his arrival had not been untouched by the 
influences of Protestantism, but these were soon dis- 
sipated by the zeal and moderation of the man of God, 
and Fribourg has remained ever since thoroughly 
Catholic in its institutions and traditions. The Jesuit 
college building which he erected is now the semin- 
ary of the diocese, and there as well as in the town 
the name of Canisius is held in benediction. The vis- 
itor to Fribourg is always shown the room of Canisius 
where the Rector of the seminary says Mass daily, 
and the visiting priest is happy to celebrate his own 
Mass over the tomb of the saint in the Church. 


Blessed Madeleine Sophie Barat 


Blessed Madeleine Sophie Barat, the foundress of 
the Society of the Sacred Heart, will besraised to the 
altar of the Saints on May 24 together with Marie 
Madeleine Postel. Sophie, the youngest child of 
Jacques Barat and Madeleine Foufé was born at 
Joigny in Burgundy, in the present department of Yonne. 
Her father was a vine-dresser and cooper, and Sophie 
grew up in surroundings that from a material point 
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of view were simple enough, but which in God’s provi- 
dence were destined to develop her extraordinary 
gifts of heart and mind. Her brother Louis, who was 
also her God-father, and eleven years her senior, was 
during the childhood days of his little sister preparing 
to become a priest of God. As a young ecclesiastic of 
twenty-two not yet ordained he returned in 1790 to 
his native town and was put to teach in the Seminary 
at Joigny. He devoted much of his time, however, 
and a great deal of interest, to the spiritual and intel- 
lectual advancement of his sister. Besides directing 
her to greater holiness in the spiritual life he taught 
this apt pupil the ancient and modern languages and 
the sciences. After some time Sophie could read Latin, 
Spanish and Italian with greater ease than the seminary 
pupils of her brother. 

But these were the furious days of the French 
Revolution and Louis as an ecclesiastic was soon 
caught up in its intrigues of violence; he was impris- 
oned in the Conciergerie in Paris and only escaped the 
guillotine by the death of Robespierre. When the 
Terror was over things quieted down sufficiently to 
allow of Louis calling his sister to the capital. By this 
time Louis was a priest. He joined that small band of 
devoted men, the Fathers of the Faith, who were 
grouped together by the same spirit all looking for- 
ward to the time when they could enter as a group 
into the re-established Society of Jesus. The superior 
of this group was Father Varin who was at this time 
looking about for a devoted and talented woman to 
organize a work for the instruction and Catholic education 
of girls and young ladies. Louis spoke to Father Varin 
of his sister and the man of God soon saw that he had 
in Sophie Barat a woman on whom he could depend 
for the organization of this work of zeal. He un- 
folded before her his project and explained how this 
group of ladies were to devote themselves to the serv- 
ice of the Sacred Heart in procuring the spiritual well- 
being of the young. This whole conception appealed 
to the enthusiasm of the young lady and she saw in 
the invitation to this work an indication of the will of 
God in her regard. She was only twenty-one years 
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of age when with three companions, on November 21, 
1800, she consecrated-herself to the Sacred Heart and 
to the work which Father Varin had laid before her. 
This date marks the beginning of the Society of the 
Sacred Heart, though the name could not yet be 
officially assumed. The first house was opened at 
Amiens in 1801, and on June 18, 1802 Father Varin 
allowed her to take her vows, with one other compan- 
ion, Geneviéve Deshayes. Shortly after this she was 
named superior of the nascent congregation and held 
this post without interruption for sixty-two years. 

Now began a period of expansion and organization 
during which the constitutions of the Congregation 
were elaborated with Father Varin, now a Jesuit, and 
during which its spirit and method of work became 
crystallized. During these years. inspiration was 
drawn in large measure from the Constitutions of the 
Society of Jesus. In January 1806 Mother Barat was 
elected General of the Congregation and in December 
1826 Pope Leo XII promulgated the decree of appro- 
bation by which the Society of the Sacred Heart was 
officially recognized by Rome. 

The first decade of her superiorship brought out all 
the natural and supernatural gifts with which the soul 
of the Blessed Madeleine Sophie Barat was adorned. 
Her humility, patience and tact overcame all difficul- 
ties. Her powers of organization were shown by 
the successful rapidity with which houses were opened 
in different towns of France, and in Italy, Belgium, 
Switzerland, Spain, Holland, England, Ireland, Aus- 
tria, Algiers, and in North and South America. 

As with so many founders of Orders and Congrega- 
tions, when the Blessed Sophie Barat passed to the 
reward of all her labor and suffering she had the im- 
mense consolation of seeing her work spread all over 


the civilized world. She died May 25, 1865. 
Blessed Teresa of the Child Jesus 
(The Little Flower) 








The whole Christian world rejoices at the canoniza- 
tion of the Little Flower, for she has won for herself 
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a place in the hearts of the people. The date of her 
canonization is fixed for May 17. 

Teresa Martin was born at Alencgon in the north- 
west of France on January 2, 1873; she died as a Car- 
melite nun at Lisieux, forty-five miles exactly north 
of Alencon, on September 30, 1897. The great beauty 
of the life of the Little Flower is from within; it is 
the charm of a sweet and sanctified family life, first in 
her own home and then in the family of her religious 
order, that has so strongly attracted to her the hearts 
and the minds of the Christian world. Her beautiful 
story is told in all its charm in many works in English, 
but especially in her “Autobiography” entitled: 
“Soeur Thérése of Lisieux.” Only the main circumstances 
of her external life are here briefly set down. 

Teresa was the youngest of five sisters (two 
brothers and two sisters had already died) and by 
reason of her years as well as from the gentle charm 
of her disposition she soon became the favorite of 
this household, the delight of her sisters, the light and 
joy of her mother and father. The Martins were in 
comfortable circumstances so that Teresa grew up 
amid the comforts of home life with her toys and 
games, which may still be seen at her old home in 
Lisieux. She lost her mother when she was but four 
and a half years of age and this united her still more 
closely to her father and her four sisters. Her ten- 
der intercourse with these surviving members of her 
family makes up one of the principal charms of the 
story of her life. 

At the mother’s death M. Martin moved to Lisieux 
so that the children might be nearer their mother’s 
family. The house called Les Buissonnets became and 
remained their home, and it is preserved today as a 
precious relic of the saint. At eight years of age 
Teresa went to school to the Benedictine nuns at 
Lisieux and it was noted that her talents were of a 
high order. But soon a new sorrow came upon the 
little girl when her eldest sister Pauline, who had 
been a second mother to her, entered the Carmelites 
who had a convent in the town. And as each suc- 
cessive sister entered this religious family a new 
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wrench was given to her heart. One of the sisters 
became a Visitation nun at Caen. On April 8, 1884, 
being then eleven years of age, the Little Flower 
made her first Holy Communion. The Sacrament 
increased the beauty of her soul, and there grew 
strong in her the desire of the religious life. At four- 
teen she broached the subject to her father. She 
wanted to enter immediately the convent of the Car- 
melites at Lisieux, but she was considered too young 
and the Bishop of Bayeux thought prudent to put her 
off. It was at this time that her father took her with 
her sister Celine (the other sisters had entered reli- 
gion) on a pilgrimage to Rome. It was at a public 
audience with Pope Leo XIII that the child mustered 
up sufficient courage to ask the Holy Father’s per- 
mission to enter the Carmelites when she would be 
fifteen. The Pope left it to the discretion of superiors. 
But her wish was granted and on April 9, 1888 she 
entered Carmel and solemnly took the habit on Janu- 
ary 10 of the following year. It was a privation to 
her sensitive heart that her father could not be pres- 
ent at these “Divine Nuptials.” He was in the begin- 
ning of an illness which after years of total paralysis 
carried him off on July 29, 1894. At the time of the 
taking of the veil Celine was the only daughter left 
home with her father, and Teresa’s letters to her sis- 
ter are most tender. 

At Lisieux the Little Flower of the Carmel passed 
through the ways of interior sanctification. Trials 
and crosses were succeeded by divine consolations 
that flooded her soul with light and peace. When she 
was only twenty-two years old and against her 
earnest entreaty, she was appointed mistress of nov- 
ices. But her physical health was failing. Within a 
year of her appointment and during the Lent of 1896 
there appeared in a spitting of blood the first sign 
of the end of all on earth. This sign seemed “a 
distant murmur which announced to her the coming 
of the Spouse.” The next year was to witness the 
flight of her pure soul and on September 30, 1897 the 
Little Flower entered into the joy of Heaven. She is 
canonized because she lived with perfection and joy 
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the austere life of a Carmelite. She was a woman 
of strong common sense, of great strength of charac- 
ter, and her winning tenderness does not obscure the 
force of a will bent to the mastery of self and the 
endurance of a life of privation. 


Blessed Marie Madeleine Postel 


Marie Madeleine Postel was a woman of Nor- 
mandy. In her life she exhibited the characteristics 
of heroic devotion to a cause and of that faith which 
is the stuff of saints. Her life, too, passed through 
the days of the French Revolution and those trying 
times brought out the virtue that was in her. She 
was born on November 28, 1756 at Barfleur, a small 
seaport town at the tip of that peninsula of which 
Cherbourg is the famous port. 

Her desire for the spiritual well-being of her fellow 
Christians led her, when only eighteen, to open a 
school for the poorer children of her native town. At 
this period of her life it was noted that she spent a 
large part of each day and a greater part of the night 
in silent prayer before the Tabernacle. Madeleine 
was thirty-three years of age when the Revolution 
broke out. In the course of the year 1790 its fury 
began to gather force and the years that followed 
showed what service to the cause of religion a cour- 
ageous sanctity could render. As a result of the Civil 
Constitution of the Clergy, the life of the loyal non- 
juring priests was put immediately in the greatest 
peril and their sufferings became bitter. Some of 
these men Madeleine Postel sheltered and protected 
in her home; she kept for them the vestments and 
sacred vessels and was allowed even to guard the 
Holy Eucharist. The days of the old Elizabethan 
persecution in England were renewed in France. 
Faithful Catholics gathered in Madeleine’s home at night 
to pray, and to be present at the celebration of Mass; 
she secretly brought disguised priests to visit the sick, 
and when, because of the strictness of the watch kept 
upon the clergy, this could no longer be done, she 
herself obtained permission to carry the Blessed Sac- 
rament to the sick and dying. This went on for some 
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years. Divine Providence was with her in her noble 
work and the secret of the hiding place of the Lord 
of All remained hidden from the vigilance of the police. 

But the storm of the Revolution blew over at last, 
and Madeleine could devote herself to more quiet, if 
less adventurous service. When Mass could be finally 
celebrated publicly in 1801, she organized for the boys 
and girls of the town classes for the preparation of 
their first Holy Communion. On the day itself she 
led them publicly into the Church. Later Madeleine 
departed from her home town and betook herself to 
a place only a few miles west along the coast. Bar- 
fleur’s loss was Cherbourg’s gain. This change took 
place in 1805 so that Cherbourg was able to enjoy the 
fruit of her services for thirty-one years. In her new 
field of activity Madeleine Postel organized a work 
for the training and instruction of Catholic girls. 1n 
1807 with three companions she took perpetual vows 
and bound herself to the work of instructing the 
young. It was the beginning of the “School Sisters 
of Mercy.” She now passed through the usual diffi- 
culties attendant upon the beginning of a new insti- 
tute. There were petty jealousies, there was indiffer- 
ence, there was even open persecution from those of 
the Fold itself. But she had the patience and the 
steadfastness of a saint, and she was able finally after 
years of struggle to obtain a home for her companions 
and for her sisters in the almost ruined abbey of Sr. 
Sauveur-le-Vicomte. Although eighty-two, she. 
worked with her own hands at the restoration of 
these buildings. 

But her reward was near, and when she died on 
July 16, 1846 the inhabitants of Cherbourg knew that 
a saint had departed from their city. She was beati- 
fied by Pope Pius X May 17, 1908, and she will be can- 
onized by Pope Pius XI on May 24, 1925 together with 
her namesake and founder likewise of a religious in- 
stitute, Madeleine Sophie Barat. 















Blessed Jean Baptiste Vianney 
(The Curé of Ars) 


Much could be said of that bright ornament of the 
French clergy, the Blessed Jean Baptiste Vianney, 
Curé of Ars, but this short sketch will indicate only 
the major points of his career 

Jean Baptiste was born in 1786 on May 8 in the little 
village of Dardilly near Lyons. His parents were 
poor and simple peasants, but they were thorough 
and devout Christians and their precept and example 
were reflected in the life of their son. 

As was the case with Sophie Barat and Madeleine 
Postel, Jean Baptiste Vianney did not escape the vex- 
ations and persecutions of the French Revolution. 
Churches were closed and priests were driven away 
so little Jean had to receive his first Holy Communion 
in a barn during the darkness of night. When in 1803 
things grew brighter, Jean was glad to accept the 
invitation of Charles Balley, the parish priest of 
Ecully, three miles from Dardilly, to reside in the 
town and undergo private instruction for the priest- 
hood. Father Balley became the teacher and intimate 
friend and admirer of the future Curé of Ars. 

The next few years tell a story of up-hill work and 
of continual difficulty. For when he was taken in bs 
the kind Curé of Ecully, Jean had had no schooling 
and he was seventeen years of age. Besides he was 
particularly slow in learning. But neither he nor his 
teacher became discouraged. They prayed; young 
Jean even made a pilgrimage to Lalouvesc in the 
mountains to pray for success in studies at the 
tomb of St. John Francis Regis. Then came other 
troubles. Napoleon was in the midst of his war with 
Spain and the country was laid under conscription 
and ecclesiastical students were not exempt. <A_ sub- 
stitute could not be found for Jean Vianney and he 
had to go to the front with his military unit. But on 
the morning of departure Jean, who had been praying 
in the church, came late and tried unsuccessfully to 
catch up with the company. He was treated as a 
deserter, and had to hide ‘from the authorities in the 
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small town of Noes, where, for fourteen months, he 
acted as school-master under an assumed name. It 
was only after these adventures and when he was 
relieved from military service by the substitution of 
his younger brother that he could resume his studies 
at Ecully. In 1812 Jean entered the preparatory sem- 
inary at Verriéres. Later when applying for admis- 
sion to the large seminary at Lyons he barely escaped 
complete dismissal after a second examination, on ac- 
count of his small mental equipment. Here he suf- 
fered much; his progress was slow and he was taunted 
for this slowness by some of his fellow-students. 

But the end came at last, and on August 9, 1815, Jean 
Baptiste Vianney was made, through the grace of the 
priesthood, an Ambassador of Christ. The years that 
followed were to prove how richly he merited the 
name of God’s ambassador to mankind. 

Father Balley, his former teacher, immediately 
asked for the young priest. For three years the two 
lived together, forming an intimate spiritual relation- 
ship, and leading their people on to the practise of the 
Christian virtues. Here was given the first promise 
of the marvellous work that Jean Baptiste was to 
accomplish as Curé of Ars, to which post he was ap- 
pointed in February, 1818. He thus became the parish 
priest of this mere hamlet in a remote district some 
niles distant from Lyons. 

The influence of the new Curé became immediately 
evident. Gradually the whole spirit of the little place 
changed; it became a community of Christian virtue 
and of Christian perfection. The Curé instituted an 
orphanage for destitute girls called “The Providence.” 
The instructions he gave daily to the inmates began 
to be attended by the townspeople so that they had 
finally to be given in the church. All his life after 
he gave daily these catechetical instructions in the 
Church, and they became very famous. Soon people 
from other parishes came to seek the advice of the 
man of God; then the knowledge of him spread fur- 
ther, out to the great city of Lyons and beyond. After 
a few years it seemed as if the whole of Catholic 
France came pouring into the little village to see the holy 
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Curé of Ars and to ask his counsel. It was thus that 
the Curé of Ars did his greatest work, the abso- 
lute extent of which will never become known, for it 
belongs to the secret history of souls. Even the élite 
of French social circles and the lights of the French 
intellectuals came to seek him out. They sought not 
only spiritual direction, but advice as to important 
matters of secular interest. All felt that they had got 
the right solution; that the Curé’s light came from 
Heaven. The daily instructions moved souls in a man- 
ner scarcely heard ot before, and this work was com- 
pleted in the confessional where the Curé spent hours 
and hours of every day, snatching only two or three 
hours away for sleep. He was wearing himself out 
between the altar and the confessional, yet year after 
year he trudged on, a comfort and a light to all who 
came to him. 

We cannot go into the details here of his heroic 
mortifications, his flagellations and his appalling fasts, 
nor can we describe how portions of his life were 
made a torment by the physical persecutions of evil 
spirits. 

The day preceding his death the Curé of Ars had 
spent seventeen hours in the confessional; it was 
uothing extraordinary for him; it belonged to the 
routine of every day and it was this that in the end 
killed him. He was seventy-three years of age when 
he died on August 4, 1859, and he had achieved by this 
time an international renown. Pope Pius X raised 
him to the ranks of the Blessed, and on May 31, 1925 
we shall be able to invoke him as saint. 


Blessed Jean Eudes 


Blessed Jean Eudes belongs to the seventeenth cen- 
tury, but he will be canonized on the same day with 
the Curé of Ars, May 31. He was born at Ri in the 
north of France, November 14, 1601, though the scene 
of most of his youthful days and of the greater part 
of his apostolic activity is Caen, the historic old town 
of Normandy. There the saint passed to his reward, 
and there the old Jesuit College which he attended 
and the seminary which he established are still pointed 
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out to the visitor. He was drawn early to God. Al- 
ready at the age of fourteen he made a vow of chas- 
tity. He met with brilliant success in his studies at 
the Jesuit college and in 1623 he joined the Oratory 
of St. Philip Neri, being ordained priest November 20, 
1625. The plague was then raging in the north of 
France and his devoted courage was seen at its best 
in the energy with which he attended to the spiritual 
and corporal necessities of the sick. 

Jean Eudes’ particular vocation was that of mis- 
sionary. Though Normandy was the scene of his 
greatest labors, he preached in almost every part of 
France, including the then gay court-towns of Ver- 
sailles and St. Germain-en-Laye. He preached alto- 
gether 110 missions during the course of his long life. 
He was compared to St. Vincent Ferrer and was 
favored with the warm support of the biggest names 
of France. 

The services which Father Eudes rendered to the 
Church by his powers of organization were great. In 
1641 he founded the Congregation of Our Lady of 
Charity of the Refuge for fallen women who wished 
to change their life. This society was approved by 
Pope Alexander VII in 1666. Shortly after, Father 
Eudes set himself to the building up of what proved 
to be the great work of his life. It was the establish- 
ment of the Society of Jesus and Mary for the educa- 
tion of priests and for missionary work. In order to 
have freer scope, and acting under the approbation 
of such men as Cardinal Richelieu, he severed his 
connection with the Oratory of St. Philip Neri to 
become the head of the new Society. It was begun 
at Caen on March 25, 1643. 

Over and above this work for the education of 
priests and missionaries Blessed Eudes established 
the Society of the Heart of the Mother Most Admir- 
able, which bears close resemblance to the third order 
of St. Francis and of St. Dominic. In 1648 in his semi- 
naries the feast of the Holy Heart of Mary was cele- 
brated solemnly for the first time, and in 1672 the 
feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. Blessed Eudes 
composed the Mass and Office proper to these feasts 
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and for this reason Pope Leo XIII in proclaiming him 
blessed referred to him as “The author of the liturgical 
worship of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Holy 
Heart of Mary.” As Blessed Margaret Mary was 
born only in 1647 and pronounced her final vows in 
1672, after which began the great revelations of the 
Sacred Heart, Blessed Eudes through his work in this 
regard became a forerunner of the great devotion. 
Besides all this activity, his spiritual and devotional 
writings are numerous. He died at Caen in 1680. 





The Beatifications 
Peter M. Dunne, S.J. 
Venerable Anthony Gianelli 


E who has the honor of being raised first to the 

ranks of the Blessed during the Holy Year is 
Mgr. Anthony Gianelli who was Bishop of Bobbio in 
the Ligurian Alps. The town is on the river Trebbia 
which runs into the Po at Piacenza. April 10 is the 
date set for Mgr. Gianelli’s beatification. Anthony 
Gianelli was born in 1789 and by the time of his death 
his renown for sanctity was spread in the whole of 
upper Italy. After passing through the ordinary 
course of studies, during which his natural gifts of 
eloquence were developed, he was ordained priest and 
made professor of rhetoric in the seminary at Genoa. 
During this period Anthony Gianelli, when his duties 
of teaching allowed it, used to preach missions in the 
country to the peasant folk. Later he was made arch- 
priest of Chiavari, a small coast town a few miles 
south of Genoa. It was while archpriest that he or- 
ganized a Congregation of Sisters, the Daughters of 
Mary del Orto, which spread widely through Italy 
and in South America. During this same period of 
his life he founded a society of secular priests called 
the oblates of St. Alphonsus of Liguori. Their special 
work was the conducting of missions and the giving 
of retreats. This zeal for the good of his flock was 
shown to greater advantage when he was consecrated 
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Bishop of Bobbio. Amiable and condescending, he 
devoted all the great energy of his character to the 
protection and sanctification of the flock entrusted to 
his care. His death, which occurred in 1846 when he 
was only fifty-seven years of age, was looked upon as 
a calamity throughout all the country about Genoa 
and the Ligurian Alps. 


Venerable Vincent Mary Strambi 


April 26 is the date set for the beatification of Vin- 
cent Mary Strambi, a Passionist and Bishop of Mac- 
erata and Tolentino, an episcopal See some hundred 
miles to the north-east of Rome. He was born in 
1745 and achieved at an early age a reputation for 
extraordinary virtue. It was only after his ordina- 
tion to the priesthood, however, that he joined the 
Congregation of the Passionists in 1768, with whose 
founder, St. Paul of the Cross, he enjoyed the rela- 
tion of intimate friendship. He rose rapidly in the 
ranks of the Congregation, becoming Provincial and 
finally General Definitor, and by the strength of his 
government he contributed much to the unity of 
the organization. Made Bishop in 1801, he continued 
the simple manner of life he had lived while an ordin- 
ary religious. In 1808 he became a victim of the 
troubles incident upon the Napoleonic régime in 
Italy, and because he would tot take the forbidden 
oath of allegiance to Napoleon’s government he was 
transported to Novara. He returned to his diocese 
only in 1814. After nine more years of the fruitful 
administration of his See, he was allowed to resign on 
account of old age and was appointed his consultor by 
Pope Leo XII. He died on January 1, 1824 under very 
remarkable circumstances. Pope Leo fell dangerous- 
ly ill. Mgr. Strambi all unknown to anybody, made to 
God an offering of his life if the life of the Pope might 
be spared. After Mass on the morning of this heroic 
act he went to the bedside of the Pope, told him of 
the offering he had made, and assured the Holy Father 
that not he, but Vincent Mary Strambi would die. He 
fell sick and in a few days he was dead. Pope Leo 
XII recovered. 
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Venerable Joseph Cafasso 


The life of Joseph Cafasso was connected with the 
early career of another saintly man of Turin, Vener- 
able Don Bosco. Joseph was born in 1811 and after 
his ordination to the priesthood he chose Turin as the 
field of his activity in the service of the Master. He 
became professor of moral theology in the Institute 
of St. Francis of Assisi, a training school for priests, 
while from 1848 to 1860 he acted as director of the 
institution. He devoted his whole energies to the 
formation of a clergy that would in sanctity and 
learning measure up to the demands of the age. Don 
Bosco fell under his influence while Joseph Cafasso . 
was still professor of theology. Joseph was for years 
spiritual director and trusted friend of that promising 
youth who later did so much for the Church at large 
as an educator of youth and founder of the Salesians. 
But Father Cafasso was an excellent confessor and 
his advice and direction were sought by a wide circle 
of earnest souls. Besides, he gave frequent retreats 
and visited constantly the prisons of the city. We 
know from the notes that were found after his death 
that he prayed constantly that all remembrance of 
him on earth might perish except the remembrance of 
prayer. He died after a brief illness on June 23, 1860, 
having lived forty-nine years. The date of his beatifi- 
cation is May 3. 


Venerable Marie-Micheline of the Blessed Sacrament 


Marie-Micheline of the Blessed Sacrament was the 
scion of a noble Spanish family. Her full Spanish 
name was Dona Michaela Desmaisiéres Lopez de Dis- 
catillo y Olmeda. But she was known to the world 
as the Countess of Jorbalan, and in religion she was 
afterwards spoken of as Madre Sacramento. 

This noble lady was born in Madrid on January 1, 
1809. Her father was a Colonel in the Spanish army 
and served with honor in the war of the Peninsula 
against Napoleon. Marie-Micheline gave early signs 
of that devotion to the Blessed Sacrament which was 
to be the guiding spirit of her life. At the death of 
her mother, the young lady offered herself to the 
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Blessed Virgin and went to live with her brother and 
sister-in-law, the Count and Countess de la Vega del 
Pazo. During this period, although Marie-Micheline 
led the social life customary to ladies of her rank, 
she nevertheless devoted a great deal of her time to 
works of charity and devotion. 

In 1845 Count Vega del Pazo became attached to 
the Spanish Embassy at Paris, and Marie-Micheline 
accompanied her brother and sister-in-law to the gay 
capital. During her residence at Paris she rose daily 
at five in the morning and betook herself to the 
Church where she would spend five or six hours in 
. prayer or in charitable services. Around ten or eleven 
o’clock she would visit some poor family of the city, 
returning to her apartments only around noon. The 
afternoons and evenings were given over to the 
amenities of social life connected with the different 
embassies at Paris. The political troubles at Paris 
in 1847 brought about a change in the status of Count 
Vega del Pazo. He was appointed Spanish Ambas- 
sador to Belgium and Marie-Micheline followed her 
brother and his wife to Brussels. Here again, in 
spite of her many social duties, the Countess rather 
increased her devotion to the Blessed Sacrament and 
her charity towards the poor and needy. - She was 
now a daily communicant, an unusual thing in those 
days, and the thought of founding a Congregation of 
women for the service of the Blessed Sacrament be- 
gan to take shape in her mind. She was encouraged 
in. this by two Belgian ladies who also became the 
foundresses of religious Congregations of women, 
Mademoiselle de Meus and Madame d’Hoogvorst. 

Returning to Spain, Marie-Micheline began further to 
evolve her project of a religious Congregation of 
women devoted to the honor of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. In 1855 a few companions gathered about her 
and vocations increased. This institute was to devote 
itself to perpetual adoration of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment and also to the various works of the active 
life. It was approved in 1858 by the Archbishop of 
Madrid and in 1861 by Pope Pius IX for five years. 
The Congregation spread throughout Spain and gained 
a footing in other countries. Marie died August 24, 1866. 
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Venerable Bernadette Soubirous 


All are familiar with the name of Bernadette of 
Lourdes. It is because the Mother of God smiled 
on her and chose her for a special work that she has 
achieved a fame far beyond any that one would have 
imagined. 

Bernadette was born at Lourdes on January 7, 
1844 of poor peasant stock. Except for a few months 
spent as a baby at Bartrés, Bernadette up to the time 
of her visions spent her uneventful life at Lourdes. 
Her life was not an over happy one, for the family 
felt cruelly the pinch of poverty and the little girl 
besides suffered greatly from asthma. It was on 
February 11, 1858, when the child was fourteen years 
of age that she set out on a bitter cold morning with 
her younger sister and a little friend with a basket 
to gather wood. The children were near the banks 
of the river Gave and Bernadette was just opposite 
the immense crag known as Massabieille under which 
was the “grotto.” It was here that our Blessed Lady, 
draped in white and girdled in blue, appeared to 
Bernadette holding in her right arm a rosary. 

How. Bernadette dropped to her knees and prayed, 
how the others returned and were mystified at her 
hehavior; the return to the grotto on succeeding days 
with the same apparition, closed to the eyes of 
all except to those of Bernadette; the fame of these 
visits that began. to be spread abroad and the crowd 
that eventually followed the little girl to her visions; 
then the final word of the Mother of God: “I am the 
Immaculate Conception,”’—all this has become almost 
a household story and the charm of it can be read in 
a hundred books. But at last the visions ended. On 
April 7 Our Lady appeared again to Bernadette and 
for the last time on July 16, the feast of Our Lady 
of Mount Carmel. 

But Bernadette’s fame had already gone abroad 
and she was made an object for the eyes of the curious 
and the questions of the indiscreet. This was one 
of the reasons for her change of residence. In Octo- 
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ber 1859 she went to Cauteret, but only to be followed 
by new relays of visitors. She returned to Lourdes 
but not to her home; she became an inmate of the 
house of the Sisters of Nevers, who had a school and 
hospital at Lourdes. The girl was delicate and needed 
special attention. 


In 1863 she asked to become one of the sisters, 
but it was only in 1866 that she could be received 
into the Congregation. She left Lourdes forever on 
that date and went to the mother-house of the Sisters 
at Nevers. Bernadette took her vows October 30, 
1867. She was then made infirmarian of the convent 
which office she filled until 1874 when she became 
sacristan. Bernadette was sickly and delicate during 
most of this time, but her sweetness and patience and 
the quiet look of her eyes never left her. During the 
winter of 1877 her health declined still further. But 
she lingered on slowly, took her vows of profession 
in September 1878, and finally on April 16, 1879 she 
went to be forever with the Lady in white and blue 
who called herself the “Immaculate Conception.” 


The Jesuit Martyrs of North America 


Those valiant and widely known French Jesuits who 
gave their lives for the Faith in Canada are seven in 
number: Fathers Isaac Jogues, John de Brébeuf, Gabriel 
Lalemant, Anthony Daniel, Charles Garnier and Noel 
Cabanel. Then there is René Goupil, who became a 
brother of the society just before his death, and the lay- 
man Jean de la Lande. Each of these met violent deaths 
at the hands of the Indians of Canada, and some of them, 
like Brébeuf and Lalemant, were put through the most 
horrible tortures of scalding and burning and cutting. 
With one exception all of these martyrdoms occurred 
between the years 1646, when Father Jogues was 
murdered, and 1649, when most of the others won their 
crowns. It is not certain that all of these martyrs will be 
beatified this year. The story of their heroic labors may 
be read in Father T. J. Campbell’s “Pioneer Priests of 
North America.” 
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Venerable Peter Julian Eymard 


Venerable Peter Julian Eymard was the founder of the 
Congregation of the Most Blessed Sacrament, and he de- 
voted his life and his many writings to increase devotion 
to the Eucharist. 

He was born February 4, 1811, at La Mure d’Isére, 
near Grenoble in France, the son of a_ blacksmith. 
His father opposed the boy’s manifest vocation to the 
priesthood, wanting him to become a blacksmith like him- 
self. But Peter learnt the rudiments of Latin from com- 
panions on free days and held strongly to his desire. The 
opposition of the Father weakened and at seventeen Peter 
was admitted to the seminary at Grenoble. The following 
year he entered the novitiate of the Oblate fathers at Mar- 
seilles, but such was his ardor in the spiritual life that he 
injured his health and after ten months he was obliged to 
return home. He fell dangerously ill and was anointed, 
but recovering and still determined on the priesthood, he 
applied again successfully to the seminary at Grenoble. 

His ardor increased with the coming of the priesthood; 
he gained great success in dealing with souls, and asked 
and received admission into the Congregation of the 
Marists in 1839. In 1845 he was appointed Provincial of 
Lyons and then novice-master and Superior of the College 
of La Seyne-sur-Mer. Everywhere he spread devotion to 
the Blessed Sacrament and his biographers speak of re- 
peated visions of the Blessed Virgin to encourage him in 
this work. Upon further light in prayer and after con- 
sultation with prudent and high-placed ecclesiastics, and 
with the approbation of Pope Pius IX, he left the Marists 
and devoted himself to the organization of a new Congre- 
gation which was to be devoted entirely to the spread 
of the devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. After many 
trials and difficulties he opened the first house for his 
priests in 1857, and the Congregation from that time in- 
creased in numbers and influence. Father Eymard organ- 
ized also the “Priests’ Eucharistic League” and a congre- 
gation of women, the “Servants of the Most Blessed Sac- 
rament.” The servant of God died after a stroke of apop- 
lexy on August 1, 1868, at La Mure. His writings on the 
Eucharist are excellent and abundant and many of them 
haye been translated into English. 
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Venerable Lawrence Imbert 


Lawrence Imbert is one of the martyrs of Korea. 
Christianity entered Korea not through the ministries of 
priests and missionafies, but from Christian manuscripts 
which fell into the hands of some Korean philosophers in 
the eighteenth century. In 1783 one of these with a few 
companions went to Pekin in China where they became 
acquainted with some Christians and received Baptism. 
The leader on his return baptized a great number of 
Koreans and the Faith spread almost of itself. Perse- 
cutions came and there were martyrs for the Faith, but 
as yet no priest. At last in 1794 James Tsiu, a young 
Chinese priest, came to the Church from over the border 
of China. There were more persecutions. James TSiu 
died and thirty-five years passed before any other priests 
set foot in the country. Among the first of these was Law- 
rence Imbert, who had been appointed Vicar-Apostolic 
for Korea, arriving in December, 1837. For two years 
Mgr. Imbert with two other companions labored hero- 
ically for the flock, which increased and thrived until re- 
pressive measures of the Government became more severe 
than ever before. Mgr. Imbert was taken and imprisoned 
in 1839. From his prison he sent word to his companions 
to give themselves up to the Government, hoping thus to 
stop the frightful butchering of the Faithful that was 
taking place. They obeyed his orders. On September 29, 
1839, these three missionaries were executed at the gates 
of Seoul after the usual frightful tortures. 


The Martyrs of Avignon 


The French Revolution has been mentioned often in 
these pages as affecting the heroic labors of some of those 
about to be canonized. But in this great social explosion 
many were put to death for hatred of the Faith. Among 
these are the thirty-two Sisters who met their death 
through the guillotine at Orange, an old town just north 
of Avignon, in July, 1894. It was on February 10 that 
the Congregation of Rites. at Rome approved of the 
process of beatification for these Sisters. 












